
Second Sunday of ordinary time, c cycle Jan 16, 2022 

 

Until recently, one of the most popular features of our local and national newspapers is the so-called “society pages” 

devoted to social and cultural events involving prominent figures. My dear sister has appeared in the society page of the 

Albany Times Union after attending an event in Saratoga hosted by Mary Lou Whitney, at the time one of our nation’s 

wealthiest and most influential women.  

Of particular interest to some journalists are “high society weddings.” Not only the bride and groom but also the invited 

guests are newsworthy. In 1953, the American actress Grace Kelly wed Prince Ranier of Monaco. Of the seven hundred 

guests there were members of royalty as well as celebrities and members of the entertainment industry on hand for the 

nuptial mass, including Conrad Hilton, Aristotle Onassis, Gary Grant, David Niven and Ava Gardner. 

Some of the guests were in the accustomed spotlight. The world’s media simply can’t get enough of the rich and 

famous! 

Had there been journalists and photographers in Jesus’ day, would they have covered the Wedding feast at Cana? 

Not likely. The wedding of two poor people in a small village is not newsworthy. 

Yet the evangelist Saint John considered the event worthy of his attention. Why? 

The answer is that Jesus and his mother were two of the invited guests (Jn. 2:2).  

It was the first great event in the public life of Jesus of Nazareth. By performing the first of his signs, changing water into 

wine, Jesus reveals to us His divinity. He is no mere Rabbi. He is the Christ, the one anointed by the Spirit to bring joy and 

consolation to the Chosen People.  

Obviously, His presence and that of His mother were of consequence for the bride and groom. If not for Mary’s request, 

the miracle would not have been accomplished. Mary’s words are prophetic, “Do whatever he tells you (Jn. 2:5)”. She 

proves to be the model disciple. She trusts Jesus. 

The episode of the wedding feast recorded by the author of the fourth gospel speaks of transformation: water is 

changed into wine and unbelievers come to faith in Jesus. 

For the early Church Fathers the conversion of water into wine makes it possible to believe in the conversion of bread 

and wine into the Body of Christ. 

The joy of a wedding feast and the consumption of wine, which is a symbol of joy in the Old Testament, is a reminder of 

the joy of the gospel. Christ is the bridegroom who takes for His bride, the church in a mystical marriage.  

Father Vincent McNabb was a English Dominican priest and a popular public speaker. Very often he would turn up at the 

Speakers’ corner in London’s Hyde Park. A man of profound wisdom and wit, he would take on the enemies of the 

Catholic faith. 

Once, while speaking, a woman in the crowd began heckling him. She shouted, “If I were your wife, I’d put poison in 

your tea to which Father McNabb replied, Madam, if I were your husband, I’d drink it”. 

One of the key lessons we learn from today’s gospel is that we are encouraged to invite Jesus and Mother Mary into our 

homes, our workplaces and our schools.  

Wherever Jesus and His mother are present, good things inevitably occur. What seems like a curse--- running out of 

wine—unexpectedly turns into a blessing.  

Jesus is the difference. 

 


